29th March 2004

Dear 

I attach a case for support for a RELU Networking Award of £4,705.  This will support two workshops and staff costs for a networking facilitator, in a programme designed to bring together researchers and non-academic stakeholders.  The programme has been designed to strengthen inter-disciplinary research capacity to meet the challenges represented within the RELU programme, as outlined within the attached documents.

We anticipate a two month long process, starting at the beginning of May and completed by the end of June.  Planned outputs include a comprehensively worked out RELU funding proposal, a review paper on different modelling traditions and methodologies in the natural and social sciences and a set of working relationships that will lead to collaborative research in the future, independent of the RELU process.

The consortium behind this proposal draws on natural and social science expertise from the Open Systems Research Group (OSRG) at the Open University, the Department of Geography at the University of Liverpool, the Department of Geography at Kings College London, the Institute of Environment and Water from Cranfield University, the Institute of Ecology and Resource Management at the University of Edinburgh, and the Environmental Policy and Management Group at Imperial College London.  

I confirm that I have read and understood the requirements in the guidance notes, that if an award is offered, I and my co-investigators will accept the terms and conditions applied, and that we have not entered into any obligations that might conflict with the terms and conditions.

Yours faithfully

Raymond L Ison

Professor of Systems

Open University

